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CO 

0) 
VIA UPS Nert Day Air and fax to: f2Q2̂  210̂ 3923 ^ 

0 Federai Elections Commission ^ m 
m General CounsePs Office ^ -n om 
^ 999 E Street, NW oS S SJ^S 
^ Washington, DC 20486 cS?, iĉ -Sl 

HI Re: MUR 6446 .--iTr: =s oScs 

Dear Sir or Madam: :P 
7U " O 

\ 0 

Please be advised that I have been retained by the Coos Club of Coos Bay, Oregon to 
respond to the above-re&renced complaint. Enclosed please find a du]y executed Statement 
of Designation of Counsel form for your records. The following constimtes the response of 
the Coos Bay - North Bend Rotaiy Club. 

RESPONSE 

Rotaiy Intemational is a non-profit ozganization organized under section SOI (c)(4) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. The Coos Bay-North Bend Rotary Club is a member in good 
standing organized of Rotaiy Intemational. As such, the Coos Bay-Noith Bend Rotazy Club 
is also a SOI (c)(4) tax exempt organization by virtue of its status as a division of Rotaiy 
International. It is not a SOI (c)(3) organization as alleged by the ComplainanL A copy of 
the Coos Bay - North Bend Rotaty Club*s letter of good standing setting forth iu SOI (c)(4) 
status is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Organizations that are exempt from federal income tax under SO 1 (c)(4) are organized 
and operate for the promotion of social welfiure, i.e., promoting the common good and 
general welfare ofthe people ofthe communiiy, and may publicly advocate positions on 
public policy issues consistem with then: not-for-profit purpose. 

The Rotaiy Manual of Procedure at page 24 states in relievant pan: 
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*'It is die duty of Rotarians . . . in their clubs, lo keep under review political 
developments in their own cooununities and throughout the world insofar as they 
affect service to their vocadons and communities as well as the pursuit ofthe Rotary 
objective of ̂ nrfH "w'̂ '̂ ding and peane. They ace expected to seek reliable 
infoimaiion through balanced programs and discussions so diat members can ceacb 
their own conclusions after a £ur, collective examinaiion of all issues.*' A copy of 
this page is attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and incoiporated herein. 

It is not inconsistent with the purpose ofthe Coos Bay-North Bend Rotary Club or the 
Rotaiy Manual of Procedure for a local rotaiy club to host a meeting for members during 

0 which a currently-serving legislator provides infonnation to the membership on topics that 
H concem the community, such as the status of current legislative acdvities. hi doing so, tlie 
^ club does not advocate any particular position, though under the SOI (c)(4) rules, it may. 
0 
Mil 

^ On: or about October 12, 2010, the Coos Bay - North Bend Rotazy Club held its 
5;;r regularly scheduled Tuesday noon meeting. Currently-serving U.S. Congressman Peter 
0 DeFazio was a guest at the meeting, during which he provided ttie members with a general 

legislative update, including inforniation on the positive legislative actions that had been 
taken on behalf of the community over the past year. His presentation was followed by a 
question and answer period, which allowed &e members in attendance to engage in die type 
of discussion encouraged by the Rotary Manual, as set forth above. The October 12,2010, 
meeting was not open to ithe public. Ilie Complainant is not a member of the Coos Bay -
NonK Bend Rotaiy Club and was uot a guest of a Roiarian on October 12, 2010. Tho 
Afifidavit of Î ident James Molitor is attached hereto as Exhibit 3 and incoiperaied herein 
by this reference. 

On or about October 18,2010, the Complainant delivered a letter to the Coos Bay -
North Bend Rotaiy Qub demanding that the club host a debate, advertise the debate on the 
radio, and publish a political letter she had written in the local and regional newspapers. 
Complainant's letter is of record. It was apparent by the Complainant's letter and her 
demeanor that her true purpose was not to express her grievance, but to coerce the Coos Bay 
- North Bend Rotaiy Club to promote her own political opinions. This is evidenced by the 
Conqilaimmt's referonoe to 'The American Enieptionalism Touii" and Scon Caxpemer's 
efforts on behalf of Art Robinson's campaign for Congressman Peter DeFazio's 
congressiooal seat. Coos Bay - North Bend Rotezy Club was approached by Astronaut Scon 
Carpenter about sharing the club's noon meeting space and eo-hosting a presemation by Mr. 
Carpenter. The Coos Bay - North Bend Rotery Club was mitially agreeable, but later 
declined, after leaming of the partisan nature of Mr. Carpenter's presentation. Clearly, 
Complainant was a supporter of the Robinson campaign. 

For the reasons set forth herein, the Coos Bi^ - North Bend Rotazy Club did not 
violate die Election Regulations of SOI (c)(3) as it is not a SOI (c)(3) organization. If the 
Federal Election Commission electstojuas/wnfe consider Complainant?s allegations in light 
0 the Eleotion Regolations of S0i(c)(4), die Coos Bay - North Bend Rotaiy Club did not 
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S ^ t i r ^ " ^ ' " T ^ of the n S t ^ f i ? ^ ^ of Se 
organization. i.e.,commumty betterment duough service and educatiŜ  purpose or me 

contect mJ'̂ fScr " '"^^ information, please do not hesitate to 

COSTELLO 
Coos Bay - North Bend Rotary 

XLOkae 
enc. 

cc: James Molitor (w/enc.) 
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MANUAL OF moaoURI 2007 

maleas contnbutions to the Fbundation a condition of mambership. Any cefec-
encc to iuefa contributions on membership identificat ion cards is not adtlio-
riled. (lOSjOSaZl ^ 

Rotary and Politics I 
IU and its member dubs must xefrain from Issuing partisan political stalements. 
Rotarians are prohibited from adopting statements wid\ a view to exerti|>g any 
corporate ptessuxe an gDvemmaits or pditieat authorities. However, it is the 
duty of Rotarians » 

1) In their clubs, lo Iceep under review political developments in their W \ 
communities and throughout the world insofar as iney aflect ser\'ice to 
their \'Ocaeions and communities as weli as the punmii of the Rotary objec­
tive of worid understanding and peace. They are expected to seek rejiable 
information through balanced programs and discussions so that members, 
can reach their own conclusions afier a fain coijecKve examination ofthe 
issues. \ 
Oundde ihair dubs, to be active as individuals in as many leĝ ly consti­
tuted groups and organisations as possible to promote, not only in words 
but through exemplary dedication, the awarvness of the dignity of all! 

KI of the consequent human rights of the individOaL 

-.2) 

peopie and the cen»i 
(89-lH'RCP 2.1001 

4.. 

iMagazine Subsaiptions 
Each dub in the lAiited Sutes uf America and Canada malces it a condition of 
membership that its active members are paid subscribers to the official maga-
xine.(RlB2D{}2D̂  \ 

Each dub outside of the United Slates of America and Canada malces it« . 
condition of membership that its active members become and remam. *̂ vm̂  
as they hold membeiahip. paid subscribers to a Rotary Worid Manxine Fwss 
(RWMP) puUieation (either Tht Rotarian, the official magazine of RL or a Rotary 
r^onal magazine certified 1̂  the RI Board). (RIB 20.030.10 A club may. how% 
evei; be excused by the R) Board from complying with these provisions if its j 
members are not litera» in any ef the languages pf the off idal magazine or th| 
cenified regional magazine prescribed fbr the club. (RIB 20.030.2.) 

Retory RilŜ oiuif Mî fiaiiies { ^ 
A Rotary regional magazine exists to advance the Object of Rotary in all itt \ 
aspects. A l&tacy puldicatlon that meets tha following criteria î V^PPv '̂ ^ i ^ 
certification and. upon RI Board approval be licensedTas a certined Rotary 
regional magazine and a member of the RWMP. Recertification is required 
every five years: 

1} The magazine serves an area of mora than one diabrict or country. i 
i*rovisional status may be granted to magazines that serve a specific lan- . 
Kuagt community in one distriet with potential fbr growth m additionaJ \ 
districts. \ 

2) All aspects for the publication of the magazine must be under the direct . 
supervision of its editorial committee, which includes a current jSoy*»« i 
des^te, a cunent incoming govemor or designate, tha magazines eaiwr | 
in chief, and three paM RI ofnm. \ 

3) Recognizing the right of the editor of a Robiry regional magazine » \ \ 
hill editoTidrree&k within fhe bask fitameworie of Rotan^ I 
tor must aeoapt raesonaUe editorial and management supetvisiaii oi m» 
magazine^ editorial board. ^ 

24 
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999 E Street, NW 
Washington, OC 20463 

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL 
PJease use wiafbrm foroaoh Respondent/Entitv/Troasurer 

£A2U2Q2111fi:aa23 
MUR# AVVf̂  

IS NAIVIE OF COUNSEL: 
H 
^ FIRM: 
CP 

0 

ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE- OFFICE ffi<L)jafelrii2si 

F A X f ^ 1 Z J o V r l2 /^ 

The above-named individual and/or firm Is hereby designated as my counsel and Is 
authorized to receive any notifications and other communications from the Commission and 
to act on my behalf befbre the Coimlssion. 

Date ^eiponderd/Agent •Signature Tltle(Treasurer/CaniJldatefOwner) 

NAMED RESPONDENT: ^ C ^ - - j f j ^ 1^4AA^ 

MAILING ADDRgfiS; BgT^ 
(Please Print) 

TELEPHONE-HOME 

BUSINESS(^qi);?laq- \\S(Pt 

Infermaillon la bebig soueht at part ef an InvetUaaVon balng conducted by Iha Federal Beetlon Commlsalon and the 
conRdanOell̂  provlaloni of 2 U.8.C. 9 437g(a)(12KA| apply. TMa sceUon prehlMis making ptiblle any Invf sUgation 
conduelad by the Federal Eleotion Oommiaalon wWmit the expraes %vrWen consent oT the person imder 
invaetfgatlon 
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